ALIEN WRESTLECOAD. 
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ee Dear Leon, of equilibrium. We have our individual 
BUSINESS sections, all of which are essential to 


I'm a doer. | like to start projects and 
see them through, which is a rare trait 
these days. For the most part, | like to 
work alone, but some projects take an 
extra set of hands. My problem is that 
| ALWAYS have trouble finding people 
that are on the same page as me, and 
whenever | get started on a job, a band, 
or business venture that involves other 
people, things fall apart. My question is, 
how have you all managed to make the 
¥ Secret Admirer as a collective effort for 

so long? Is it, like true love, something 
that only exists in fairy tales and cases 
of extreme luck, or is there an essential 
part of the formula that I’m missing? 
Why is it so hard to get a few people to- 
gether to make a zine or an art instal- 


lation? Am | just a hopeless bitch—am 
* | doomed to be disappointed by other 
people? 


Sincerely, 
Trouble Working with Others 


Dear TWO, 


Well this is indeed an interesting 
question for you to ask me, of all peo- 
ple. In honor of your pseudonymous 
acronym, I'll answer it twice. First, Da- 
vid, Lyra, Emily and | are very different 
people. We all bring something differ- 
ent to the Admirer, and the reason that 


the Admirer, and we don't mess with 
each others sections. Furthermore, no 
section is inherently more important 
than any other to the organic whole, 
and each section is something that 
only that person could do. So | would 
ask you whether the projects you're 
starting that require other hands are 
projects that you want to do with 
other people, or if you're just look- 
ing for help with your own projects. 
People tend to lose steam and back 
out of something when it seems more 
like work than an autonomous, artis- 
tic venture. So don't be a boss. Allow 
the input of other people to guide the 
project and take you in directions you 
didn't anticipate. Do away with the hi- 
erarchy. When people know that they 
are helping guide a project that needs 
their unique voice, they'll be more 
likely to invest and see it through. And 
if you just want people to help you 
do something for which you already 
have a clear concept and rigid param- 
eters for success, then call it what it is 
and hire competent people as your 
employees. The second way that I'll 
answer this question is that David, 
Lyra, Emily and | are all the same per- 
son, and | have never found out how 
to work with other people, and that | 
will most certainly die alone. So don't 
be like me. Let the right ones in. 


we've been able to work together for Fond Thoughts, 
so long is that we've achieved a level Leon Wolffe 
LEONWOLFFE@GMAIL.COM 


All Untagged Content Anticopyright 2010 - 2014 Secret Family Publications - You've got a secret admirer. 


Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


Cavalcade of Flash Fiction 


Emily Centipede 
Walking Backwards 


he sidewalk is a map of cracks that 

leads to more sidewalk. Winter 
weeps her snow beneath the stone 
and crack. It freezes upward like Janu- 
ary dandelions. Trees wind roots be- 
neath the grey slab rectangles, thin 
and green then brown and angry, 
always bigger, and crack. Cracks for 
signs, cracks for bike racks, cracks like 
cancer crab walking out of sinkholes 
after spring rain. Cracks—a chatty 
susurrus, a restless, darkened movie 
theater, beneath my narrow feet. 
Anyone worth knowing plays at least 
some subconscious game with the 
cracks. Maybe you avoid the cracks. 
That’s valid. Don’t touch the lava. | 
don't mind stepping on cracks. | fo- 
cus on the spaces between. When | 
walk, | build my empire outward, step 
by step. For as long as | remember, | 
step to connect. When | step on a slab, 
that slab is safe. Likewise all slabs and 
fragments that share a crack with that 
slab. So | step on a slab and | attach 
it to all the slabs behind it that I’ve 
stepped on. Then | move on to the 
next slab. It’s very dangerous to over- 
step a slab. Then you move forward 
unconnected. You lose your trail. You 
can't lose your trail. Lots of cracks? 
Tiny steps. Big smooth slabs, new and 
without cracks? No worries. 


It changed today. | felt nothing be- 
hind me. My empire was quiet. | 
walked slowly, distracted, lost like 
a whiskerless cat. | wasn’t thinking 
and | stepped over a slab. My foot 
landed square on an unconnected 
triangle of cement between 3 grassy 
cracks. | stopped with a sharp intake 
of breath. What had | done? | stopped 
fast, scared to shift, fearing that the 
sidewalk beneath my feet would fall 
straight to hell, unconnected to my 
previous life. 
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| didn’t fall. | stood and watched the 
sidewalk between my narrow mary 
janes. A leaf skittered by. | was alive 
somehow. The leaf skittered ahead 
and the sidewalk spoke to the soles 
of my shoes. It urged me onward. | 
stepped forward mechanically. And 
again. | found the next slab and | was 
connected, but it was different. My 
empire spread before me. The slabs 
connected to the slabs ahead of me. 
My steps anchored purchase to my 
future, to slabs as yet untrod. As | left a 
slab it fell away--unconnected. It was 
then | knew what the sidewalk said to 
my soles. My life is halfway over. For 
31.5 years I’ve grown forward look- 
ing back to my birth. Now i will spend 
31.5 years moving backward towards 
myself looking forward. 


At 63 | will lie down and the cracks 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
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Think you can't afford it? Check us out - affordable 
sliding scale Reiki classes and services! 


All levels 
of Reiki 
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TheCommunityReikiProject.org 
TheCommunityReikiProjectegmailcom 814-244-9907 


will gather. The clouds will march at |... 


my funeral. Skittering leaves will carry 
my casket. | will finally be taken be- 
low to rule my empire. | will look up 
at you between the cracks and whis- 
per to your feet. | will run my fingers 
along the understones, walking softly 
behind. | will tell you when your life 
is half way over. Listen to me. In the 
cracks. 


* * * * * 


Gs dammit. It’s Tuesday morning 
again and I’m not done. I’m los- 
ing steam, gang. Keep it going. Send 
in overheads, advice questions and 
flash fiction. Buy ads. Give me a hug. 
Or a sandwich. | can always go for a 
sandwich. 


Nt week, due to an overwhelm- 
ingly positive response, we're go- 
ing to do another choose your own 
adventure. So there's that. | hope 
you're well. Someone stole one of our 
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FAMILY FREIGHT FAST FOLD 


TROPHY @ BIKES 


712 N. 2nd St. Philadelphia, PA 19123 
215.592.1234 www.trophybikes.com 


-open everyday - 
S40 SOVTH ST: 


TATE 


newspaper boxes in center City, so if 
you usually get this there, | guess you 
probably aren't reading this. <3 <3 <3 
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Meanwhile, in the Matrix... 


all back issues 


philadelphia-secret-admirer.tumblr.com 


breaking news 


facebook.com/ThePhiladelphiaSecretAdmirer 


narcissistic musings 
ello.co/secretadmirer 


Follow us in the fake world so we can impress 
advertisers and make money. We're giving 
away prizes like sweatshirts and things. 


SS 


Consume 


IF YOU HAVE A BLACK CAT, OR 
ARE FRIENDLY WITH A BLACK 
STRAY, PLEASE KEEP YOUR CAT 
INDOORS THIS WEEK OR PRO- 
VIDE SHELTER TO THE STAY IF 
ABLE. THERE IS AN ALARMING 
AMOUNT OF VIOLENCE TO- 
WARDS BLACK CATS AROUND 
HALLOWEEN IN PHILADELPHIA. 


becanse people are awesomel 


Lost but Seeking 


Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads 
for free if we have spare room. <3 


WTF Dit's é Wacky é Facts! auspicious day of the year to meet 
e © Halloween is the the one you'd marry. Fortune telling 


second most commercially success- and kissing games guided by spirits 
ful holiday in the US. © Jack-o-lan- 


terns were originally carved from 


were very popular with young peo- 
turnips and lit overnight, so that ple. © Celtic folklore dictates that 
spirits would think that there was departed loved ones can posess 
someone awake in the house and _ Spiders and weave webs by your 
pass it over. © Back in the early days doors and windows on Halloween. 
of Halloween, in Ireland, where the _ It's terrible luck to kill a spider on 
holiday originates, it was the most Halloween for this reason. © 


Pile of stained undies 
on bathroom radiator, 
Nam so sorry 


Another wedding 
A new horroréthriller flick 
Its ‘cramps on a plane’ 


Cut mylabia 
Whilél was trimming my pubes. 
False menstruation. 


Hello my Aunt Flo 
What will you be needing.now 
| hate relatives 


At fourteen,a gift 
Shedding lining once a month 
Society mocks 


Misery, heartache 
He's dating.someone néw. Me? 
Make out slut supreme: 


Vam_a fertile 

Fernale withno want for kids 
| must suffer now 

All underwear gross 

Stained by last month's baby goo 
lam single now 


My blood boils: a tense 
board meeting. My blood drips; quick! 
caught by diva cup. 


| have a house guest. 
Cant leave the toilet blood smears 
Hide the evidence. 


Wake up drowned in blood 
Must wash sheets, but so lazy 
I'll do it later 


SEND MOAR PERIOD POEMS! 
I'm going to make a super special Period Pals zine soon, with tons of menstrual 
haiku and other features as well. If you want to collaborate, email Wendy Otter! 
CornFairy@gmail.com 


:800 muttiant 
THERE ARE ONLY 3 
HALLOWEEN CosTUMES. 
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Jefferson Hospital ER, nurse's station 

nurse- They brought a guy in earlier and he 
was bleeding eeeeeverywhere, he 
looked real bad, so she shot him with 
something for the pain, and it was like, 
3 minutes before anyone noticed he 
wasn't breathing! Like, at all! 

nurses- (general laughter) 

(Waiting patients exchange nervous look.) 


Evan's Pizza 

Omar- You can't tell me secrets! You're too 
hairy for anything but... MONKEY busi- 
ness! You're just a secret monkey! 

David Otter- Actually I'm an otter. Common 
mistake. 


Around Town 

gal 1- They just tell too many hepatitis jokes 
in Manhattan. 

gal 2- Really? I'd never heard one. 


Overheard in Phila 
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Q@Ceross 
1. Assist 
5. The Ain PEMDAS 
8. Juliet’s window 
. How wolves canter 
. Perpendicular to the keel 
. Nothing but 
. Bearing 
. Symposium author 
. Break 
19. A smattering islands 
22. Nigerian native 
23. A distinct chapter of time 
24. 1 of the 4 Corners states 
26. Northern Lights 
29. Healthcare facility 
31. To cover protectively 
32. Jittery and on edge 
34. Hue 
36. Goofy 
38. Tropical vine 
40. Nautical forces 
41. Palm cockatoo 
43. Licorice-scented herb 
45. Type of baseball without pitchers 
46. Expresses 
48. Something to follow a strong shot 
50. Kelly Clarkson 
51. Gesticulatory US language 
52. Piercer 
54. Minor crime 
61. Animal home 
63. Soak 
64. Where Lincoln was shot 
65. Central American sloth 
66. Alter 
67. Lyric poems 
68. No more than 
69. Summer in Paris 
70. Encounter 


7 


BS NI 
) = 


1. Seaweed 

2. Killed Robert Baratheon 

3. Of awe-inspiring scope 

4. Restraint 

5. Competent 

6. Trade 

7. Picard’s chief of operations 

8. Greek goddess of dawn, a Titan 

9. Win by a large margin 

10. Tomb stone 

11. Not necessarily a misspelling 

13. Clothing 

14. Big shot 

20. Anemics have a paucity of this 

21. Auditory 

25. Says mean stuff on Tumblr 

26. Cognizant 

27. Unacquainted with 

28. What Andy Dufresne played for the 
prison yard 

29. Diogenes 

30. Protects the pages 

31. The fifth gal that | kissed 

33. Housing down by the river 

35. Best type of toast 

37. Stepped 

39. Humiliated 

42. Crazy little science planet looking 
things 

44. Lack of difficulty 

47. Omit 

49. Ski race with a very specific course 

52. Looney Toons mouth shrinker 

53. Diminish 

55. Not all 

56. 2 vocal parts 

57. Feudal worker 

58. Nexus 

59. Type of arch 

60. Repose 

62. Look back upon sorrowfully 


Get your Philadelphia 
Secret Admirer tanktops 
and/or hoodies! 

Cool fashions and lovely fabric. 
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Good Friends Good Food - Good Times 


10% 


on entire purchase with this coupon 


328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 
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Keep 'em coming! 
text: 603 203 4766 
email: PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 


1- Namethe 2 most commonelements in the known Universe. 
2- In which state will you'find the Britney Spears Museum? 
3- From what.animal do we derive angora wool? 
4- What flavor is Tripel-Sec? 
5- What is the Achilles heel of the Death Star? 
ANSWERS ON BACK 


This isn't fun anymore. 


